TOG MEETING TUESDAY 2nd MARCH at DALESFORD

minutes

Present

Tolly,Tim from SA, Mark Powell, Cyd, Claire, Andy, Sue and Charles, Mark Stay, Fred, Pete, Jez.

Minutes from last meeting 27th October

Approved

Co operation with markets

Mark.S. expressed concerns that both he and Rowie were supplying Chipping Norton Organics initially without the other knowing. Sharing information about products available and price would have been helpful.  TOG and OGA websites could be used as a means of communicating our activites to each other.

Price fixing

 It was agreed this may not be legal, Charles likes to have flexibility to help smaller businesses. So the idea was rejected. Details of surpluses could be e mailed to Tamara.

 It was agreed it is important to show our prices are competitive. Tolly pointed out that SA website prices are not up to date, Tim apologised, blamed understaffing.

Membership

TOG has 18 members, none have joined recently, Willowbrook Farm are interested.

TOG and OGA

 Increasing numbers of small gardeners are joining OGA, it was agreed that all organic growing should be encouraged and we should not see them as a threat. Same goes for community gardens that have grant money available but don’t have to make profit.

We have skills and knowledge that we could sell.

 Suggested uses of OGA website:

 To get an answer to a problem from other members

As a bank of information about varieties

Winter hardy varieties

Red drumhead cabbage

Everyone has had problems with frost spoiling carrots and purple sprouting collapsing under the weight of snow collecting on the crop cover. 

Events 2010

All agreed The Fishes meal out was a success, great food

Next social event July 18th 1200 pm lunch at the Clays orchard Warborough OX10 7DG

There will be a farm visit mid October, destination to be decided

Bulk buying

Onion sets have been successful

Fred suggested seed potatoes

Jez suggested putting in bulk order for equipment eg plastic trays from Delfland or LBS

Website

Ash is busy setting it up. 

Clare will check with him if it’s possible for one member to email all the others from the website. Would save Tamara work. 

A list of volunteers available would be useful

It was pointed out that Tamara’s email list needs updating

Apprenticeship scheme

Fees have gone up SA has no money to put into scheme.

AOB

-Chiltern Organics box scheme has folded. Mark S, as supplier, suggested that members somehow support/run it. Everyone was supportive but unable to commit to the time and effort needed. Geoff Mutton at Phoenix Organics suggested as taker 

Mark S. could host a box scheme logistics meeting, he will contact OGA

-Tim congratulated TOG being so active and stressed importance of sharing information.

Next Meeting

Monday 7th June  at Clares,

Close to the Veg, Northmoor Trust 

Little Wittenham

OX14 4QZ 

