Minutes from TOG meeting

16 October 2006
Purton House
Present

Pete Richardson, Coleshill Organics, 
Iain Tolhurst, Tolhurst Organic Produce, Tolly
Anne Cox, Duchy Home Farm 
Keith Denning, Abbey Home Farm 
Rowie Meers, Purton House

Katie Dawson, Yatesbury Organic
Tamara Schiopu, BBO Food Groups, TOG Secretary 
Apologies
Jez Taylor, Engelfield Organic Vegetables, 
Mark Stay, North Aston Organic

Steve O’Connor, Tallywhacker Farm

Mark Stevenson, The Clays Organic Market Garden

David Blake, Worton Farm

Ru Litherland, Growing Communities

The draft Minutes from 17 April were approved. There were no Minutes produced in July, because the event had a social nature rather than a working meeting. Thank you to Jez and Tolly for hosting the July event.

Carried over: Ann Cox to provide a database of agricultural colleges in the country for future marketing and promotional activities. 
Organisational matters:
TOG bank account: to open it with the Co-operative bank, we need details from Anne Cox,  before we can send the Application pack.
A grant to £800 may be available from Midcounties CO-OP (application was submitted in August), to be used for the production of the TOG marketing leaflet and directory.

Part of 2006 TOG membership fees will be used to sponsor the Vegetable card in the newly produced “Local Food for Christmas” listing all current TOG members. See enclosed. 

Keith Denning from Abbey Farm has joined the TOG Committee. Current TOG Committee members:
Iain Tolhurst, Tolhurst Organic Produce, Chair
Pete Ricahrdson, Coleshill Organics, Member

Ann Cox, Duchy Farm, Treasurer
Keith Denning, Abbey Home Farm, Member

Tamara Schiopu, BBO Food Group, Secretary

It was pointed out the importance to attend TOG meeting for all members. These are only held once every 3 months, and are the only environment where you can learn from your fellows and share your own problems. All members are extremely busy with running small and intensive businesses, however time should be spared for these events, since you have joined the group. We hope to see more members attending future meetings. See next meeting below.

The issue of the lack of young new organic growers was addressed and it was suggested that “Organic Growing Apprenticeships” should be developed and made available throughout the region, with TOG involved in promoting and accommodating the scheme.
The new “Organic Land Trust”, to be launched formally in January at the annual Soil Association Conference in Cardiff should encourage more new growers to take up the challenge. 

Events:

10-11 December – the new Organic Growers Alliance (OGA) launch, see flier enclosed.

TOG should be promoted at that Conference, a flier would be most appropriate. 

Some background info on the new OGA was provided by Tolly. In September 2006 several longest established growers met to launch OGA with a mission to reform the Organic Growers Association which had been set up back in 70s with the aim “to bring a new way of the organic movement”.  By early 80s OGA had 450 members and it was amalgamated and “annihilated” by the Soil Association. At this time, small organic growers feel lack of representation in SA and feel that original organic standards have been diluted. The latest certification standards for “organic salmon“ have again proved the distance SA has placed itself from true organic standards.

OGA will be launched on 10-11 December in Cirencester. The aim at the conference is to set up the new OGA structure after a series of technical seminars. OGA will act as a medium to keep the certification bodies, i.e. SA, alert to small growers’ beliefs and values.
The Mission of OGA will be formulated in December, but it is in general to gain political power to represent small growers. 

15 January, Monday – TOG meeting & Seminar “Extending the Growing Season” at Tolhurst Organic Produce, Hardwick Estate. A separate flier/invitation with the programme for the day will be sent, but please keep the day open in your calendars.

Bulk Purchasing – Pete will continue to coordinate any bulk purchases in the future (onion sets). If you are looking into this, send Pete clear instructions as to what you are interested in.

Good Varieties
A new suggestion to exchange information on good/bad  varieties based on your growing experience.

The following were gathered during the meeting:

Purple cauliflower – variety name?, summer variety (suggested by Tolly)

Carrot – Jaja (very tasty)

Green Cauliflower – Veronica F1

Spring Onion – Purplette

Do not waste your time and money on “Mini pop” sweet corn variety, suggests Keith.

The meeting was followed by lunch and a farm walk, both organised by Rory. Thank you!

Minutes drafted by Tamara Schiopu

TOG Secretary

20 November 2006 (sorry for the delay)

