Minutes from TOG meeting

22 January 2007
Worton Farm, Oxfordshire
Present

Duchy Home Farm – Ian Cox, 2 staff members

Green Bean – Ashley Pearson

Tolhurst Organic Produce – Iain Tolhurst, TOG Chair

Engelfield Organic Growers – Jes Taylor, Rob White (Organic growers at Folly Farm)

North Aston Organics – Mark Stay

The Clays Organic Market Garden – Mark and Syd Stevenson

Coleshill Organics – Peter Richardson

Worton Farm – David and Anneke Blake

Purton House – Rowie Meers

Sandy Lane Farm – Charles and Sue Bennet

Tallywacker Farm – Sharon O’Connor

Tamara Schiopu, TOG Secretary

Apologies

Yatesbury Organic Farm – Richard Gantlett

The Waltham Place – Val Turner

Abbey Home Farm – Keith Denning

Growing Communities – Ru Litherland

The draft Minutes from 16 October 2006 were approved. 

Iain Tolhurst (Tolly) updated the group on the first meeting of the Organic Growers Alliance, launched on 11-12 December 2006. 

Carried over: Ann Cox to provide a database of agricultural colleges in the country for future marketing and promotional activities. Note: I have found the folder with Ag Colleges that presumably Anne had presented back in 2006. The Chair/Committee will come up with a proposal in April, re. using it.
Organisational matters:
TOG bank account will be open and accessible in a matter of days. All cheques will be made payable to Thames Organic Growers. 
2007 Membership fees were set at £20.00 per business, to be paid in cash or by cheque (see above). All members are encouraged to pay the fees as soon as the TOG bank account is open. Membership fees will be used to the discretion of TOG members/Committee. 
TOG Promotion

Mid-counties CO-OP have awarded TOG £1,000 grant for publicity purposes.  We discussed how best to use the money. The following suggestions were made:

1. Produce a flier aimed at consumers and potential new TOG members, contents including information about TOG, the Mission, info about organic standards and current issues, short application form for interested producers (organic and in conversion).

2. Produce several banners about TOG to be displayed at farmers’ markets, shows and other events

3. produce 1-2 high profile posters for each TOG members to be used as above.

4. look into a TOG website, with a blog and members’ only area.

5. advertise in local media.

Options 3 and 4 were most popular. 

Whatever the final product, it was decided that the Target should be potential new TOG members, current TOG members’ customers, future TOG members’ customers. 

A small working group was created – Anneke, Mark Stevenson, Tolly, Tamara and Rob White – to look into costs and see the project through. 

The sponsors – Midcounties CO-OP will attend the next TOG event to take photographs of TOG members in action (see below).

DEFRA organic trials

Suggested by Keith Dening, we discussed the DEFRA withdrawal from funding long-term organic trials at HDRA. This was a very important project, only costing about 60K a year (for comparison, GMP trials cost DEFRA millions) and OGA will take action in defence of the trials.
It was suggested that Tolly drafts a letter to DEFRA, which then will be sent out to all TOG members, who can collect customers’ signatures in support and send the letters to DEFRA. The main focus of the letter will be the contradiction between DEFRA’s commitment to have more organic food in schools, yet cutting off organic farming trials. 

Variety Exchange

Good varieties:
Red Ace (beetroot) – Duchy Home Farm (from Nicholson)

Miany – big carrots

Roessy – delicious and beautiful lettuce (from Tamar Seeds)

Sakura – tomatoes, from Tamar Seeds

Douglas, Diplom, Etalee, Matine – all vine tomatoes

Stupice – early tomatoes (similar to Red Alert)

Violet Queen – purple cauliflower 

Bad varieties:

Crystal Lemon - Cucumber 

Bulk Purchasing 

Order for onion sets has been put in. For more, please contact Pete and/or Tolly.

Future Events:

1 March – in Oxford, TOG Members & staff social evening. Celebrating David Blake’s 60th anniversary. Partners and staff welcome. £10/person at the Vaults & Garden off High Street. Invitations to follow by post.

5 March – “Extending the Seasons” day seminar at Tolhurst Organic Produce nr Pangbourne. Invitation and application form sent by email. Limited space, so please sign up early. Midcounties CO-OP reps will attend to take photographs of TOG members in action.
23 April – TOG quarterly meeting/event at Sandy Lane Farm, nr Thame, Oxon, hosted by Charles and Sue Bennet. Perhaps, Charles and Sue can best share their experience of having a Farmers’ Market at their site every month (tbc).

13 July - TOG quarterly meeting/event at Duchy Home Farm, Glos (to be confirmed)

15 October - TOG quarterly meeting/event at Abbey Home Farm, Glos, (to be confirmed).

The meeting was followed by lunch and a farm walk, both organised by Anneke and David Blake. Thank you!

Minutes drafted by Tamara Schiopu

TOG Secretary

5 February 2007 (sorry for the delay)

