Minutes from TOG meeting

15 October, Abbey Home Farm, Wilt
Present
Tallywacker Farm – Steve O’Connor

Yatesbury Organic Farm – Richard Gantlett
Duchy Home Farm – Fred + 1 staff member
Green Bean – Ashley Pearson

Tolhurst Organic Produce – Iain Tolhurst, TOG Chair

North Aston Organics – Mark Stay

The Clays Organic Market Garden – Syd Stevenson

Coleshill Organics – Peter Richardson

Worton Farm – David and Anneke Blake

Purton House – Rowie Meers

Tamara Schiopu, TOG Secretary

Ash Tree Organic – Mark Powell

Abbey Home Farm – Keith Denning

Apologies
Organic Growers at Folly Farm - Rob White 

The Waltham Place – Val Turner

Abbey Home Farm – Keith Denning

Growing Communities – Ru Litherland

Sandy Lane Farm – Charles, George and Sue Bennet

The draft Minutes from 23 April 2007 were approved. 

Iain Tolhurst (Tolly) acknowledged the very successful social evening at the Duchy Farm on 13 July and thanked all for their participation.
TOG posters and fliers were distributed to all members, with special Thanks to Anneke and Tamara for having completed the project. Spare posters and fliers are still available to those who have not received them. Posters are water proof and can be used indoors and outdoors at events and markets. All TOG members who have not received theirs should contact Tamara localfood@brookes.ac.uk or by telephone 07795334474

OGA events and newsletters should be announced through TOG website in the future.

On TOG website: participants asked George to produce a short report re visitors and hits, if possible.

Organisational matters:
TOG bank account is now open with a current balance of £442. Membership fees will be used to sponsor a trip to Hankham Organics, to be organised by Mark Stay in November . 
New Members:
Mike Fisher from North Hants would very much be interested to join TOG. After a short discussion it was decided that TOG geographical criteria would not conflict and an Invitation to join should be sent to Mike.

Bulk Purchasing 

Several people felt the shortage of onion sets (the easiest to bulk purchase). IN 2008 is possible to get discounts for buying in bulk, but it will have to be one invoice, one storage, one decision. An alternative would be for TOG to take up the ordering/invoicing. This suggestion was not discussed in detail. 
Richard Gantlett from Yatesbury would be interested in growing potatoes and other field crops (?) for TOG members on a pre-ordered basis, so interested producers would contact TOG or Richard to let us know on their intentions. Richard would be able to grow 30-40 tons of potatoes if necessary.

The Apprenticeship Scheme.
The scheme is run as a partnership between SA and HDRA, EFRC and OGA and aims to grow young/new organic growers for the future. 

To make the scheme growing, there is need for more growers/apprentices to participate. Apprentices work for 2 years at the farm, getting 16 one day technical seminars. Funding is coming from apprentices themselves, but there maybe scope for additional grants. Contact Lara Newton at Soil Association for more details.
Six TOG members expressed a wish to host apprentices in the future, so there will be a matter of promoting the scheme to students and to raise additional funds (accommodation is one that requires additional funds).

Soil Association should be asked for additional grants is available.
Future Events:

29 October – Slow Food fundraising dinner at Le Manoir Aux Quat’ Saisons, Oxon

30 October – Cheese & Wine tasting at the Vaults & garden, Oxford
February – TOG members evening at The Vaults & garden in Oxford

April – TOG quarterly event at Growing Communities, London

July – farm walk and social evening at The Waltham Place, Berkshire

October – farm walk and meeting at the Green Bean, So Oxon

Good Recommended Varieties:
Potatoes –Sarpo Mira –very blight resistant
Cabbage – Cour di Bue

Parsnip – Avon Resista

Tomatoes – Red Alert, Brandy Wine

French beans – Cantare (non-organic) from Tozers seed suppliers

Cauliflour – Green Trevi

Courgettes – Zephir

AOB

Tamara will follow up the possibility to apply for a grant from SEEDA to set up a green house for organic vegetables, at Worton Farm, nr. Oxford. 
The meeting was followed by lunch and a farm walk by Keith Denning and Hilary. A big thank you to Hilary for providing the meeting place and such good facilities.
Minutes drafted by Tamara Schiopu

TOG Secretary

3 December 2007
Action points:

Tamara: 
· to remind all TOG members to claim their posters and fliers

· to organise 2008 Membership fees

· to liaise with Will Pouget regarding a second Producers dinner on a February Monday, instead of a winter farm walk

· to confirm with TOG members 2008 events to host

Iain Tolhurst: 

· to bring new OGA newsletters for distribution, 

· to find out about OGA events, to be posted on the TOG website, 

· to extent the TOG Membership invitation to Mike Fisher, North Hants

· to write a letter to SA about the Apprenticeship Scheme and ask whether grants might be available for TOG members to apply.

George Bennet: to produce a short website report, for distribution by email, along with suggestions for updates/maintenance.
Mark Stay: to organise the trip to Hankham Organics and charge TOG for any incurred costs.

All: to include a link from own websites to TOG website, to check and update details on TOG website.
